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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD TO IMPROVE THE
EXHAUST PRESSURE ACROSS A RAM AIR
TURBINE THROUGH SECONDARY FLOW
MIXING

GOVERNMENT LICENSE RIGHTS

The U.S. Government has a paid-up license in this inven-
tion and the right in limited circumstances to require the
patent owner to license others on reasonable terms as may be
provided for by the terms of Contract Number: N68335-06-
C-0086, Contract Title: Development of a Compact Power
Generation Turbine and Cooling System, Start Date: Dec. 5,
2005, End Date: Feb. 14, 2010, and Contract Number:
N68335-09-C-0384, and Contract Title: Continued Develop-
ment of a Compact Power Generation Turbine and Cooling
System, Start Date: Aug. 5, 2009, End Date: Feb. 4, 2010, the
entire disclosure of which are herein expressly incorporated
by reference.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to U.S. application Ser. No.
12/333,770, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,192,158 issued Jun. 5,2012;
U.S. application Ser. No. 12/693,535, filed concurrently here-
with; U.S. application Ser. No. 12/693,547, now U.S. Pat. No.
8,430,361 issued Jul. 9, 2013; and U.S. application Ser. No.
12/693,564, filed concurrently herewith.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to air driven power genera-
tors, particularly to power generation, size, weight, and effi-
ciency improvements of ram-air driven turbines. An aerody-
namic secondary flow lobe mixer device mounted on the
discharge side of an air-driven turbine has been developed.
The invention generates an increased ratio of total-to-static
pressure across a Ram Air Turbine (RAT) developed for a
Prime Power Generating (PPG) unit, resulting in increased
turbine power generation when compared to a RAT without
the invention. Improvements in the ram-air turbine design and
the functionality of the turbine exhaust ducting provide
increased power extraction capability resulting in a smaller
and lighter power generator that minimizes the overall system
size and weight.

2. Description of the Related Art

A RAT is a turbine driven by free-stream air that flows past
an aircraft during flight. RATs can be used to develop
mechanical power that can be directly converted into electri-
cal power using a generator, or both. The mechanical shaft
power can be used to power any mechanical device, including
but not limited to hydraulic systems, vapor-compression
cooling system compressors, circulation pumps, or refueling
pumps. Electrical power can be used for electronic sub-
systems, such as onboard avionics equipment, electronic war-
fare equipment, and auxiliary backup power systems. RATs
can be mounted directly onboard an aircraft fuselage or on
secondary wing mounted pods or stores. At wing-mounted
locations, the RAT can be located either at an external loca-
tion where the turbine is directly exposed to free-stream air, or
an internal location inside a pod, where the free-stream air is
ducted to the turbine through an inlet that is exposed to
free-stream air. Prior work on internal RAT’s have utilized
ducts to deliver free-stream air to the turbine, by locating the
RAT internally, pressure losses occur in the inlet ducting,
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which decreases turbine output power. They are also normally
limited to ambient static pressure on the turbine discharge.
The new invention makes it more feasible to locate a RAT in
an interior location and extract additional power relative to a
traditional RAT by lowering the turbine discharge pressure
below atmospheric pressure.

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2009/0263244 A1
teaches the use of a mixer/ejector device that improves the
performance of a water turbine through mixing of the turbine
discharge and a secondary flow stream, increasing the turbine
mass flow rate and overall energy extraction. This device is
described as applying to ocean-, tidal-, and river/stream-cur-
rents.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,804,948 teaches the use of a lobe mixer for
a jet engine that efficiently mixes two streams of gases by
contouring of the lobes to reduce the noise normally gener-
ated while suppressing thrust losses caused by mixing.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,819,425 teaches the use of a lobe mixer
with vent openings located within the lobe surfaces for noise
suppression in a high bypass turbofan jet engine.

U.S. Patent Application Publication Nos. 2008/0105487
Al and 2008/0105488 A1 both teach a curved lobe mixer for
a bypass turbomachine comprising circumferentially distrib-
uted lobes that mix concentric gas streams within a converg-
ing-diverging flow nozzle to achieve noise suppression.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,149,375 teaches the use of a lobe mixer
device with “scalloped” side walls that provide efficient mix-
ing of two flow streams for improved noise suppression and/
or engine performance with minimal pressure losses.

None of the above-mentioned prior art teaches the use of a
lobe mixer device to mix two flow streams to augment the
total-to-static pressure ratio across a ram air-driven turbine
for the purpose of increasing power.

The mechanical power that can be developed from a RAT
is a function of the total-to-static pressure ratio across the
turbine rotor. The pressure at the face of the turbine rotor is a
function of the aircraft velocity, altitude, and environmental
conditions and is specified as the total pressure or the maxi-
mum obtainable pressure that can be utilized for power gen-
eration. If a method to decrease the static pressure at the
turbine discharge is not utilized, the power generating capa-
bility of the RAT is limited to the total pressure developed by
the aircraft and the ambient static pressure.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention employing a lobe mixer relates to
any air-driven turbine for producing shaft work and/or elec-
tric power generation. An axial turbine is used for demonstra-
tion purposes, although it will be apparent to anyone skilled in
the art that the present invention also applies to radial,
impulse, reaction, and other types of turbines.

Therefore, in light of the benefits of an enhanced ram-air
turbine, the aforementioned shortcomings in the prior art, this
invention has among other things, the following objectives:

To increase the total-to-static pressure ratio across a turbine
resulting in increased power extraction, rotational speed, effi-
ciency, and reduced size and weight.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other objects, advantages and novel features of the present
invention will become apparent from the following detailed
description when considered in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings herein.
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FIG. 1 is a side view of an internal air-driven turbine
including a secondary flow lobe mixer in accordance with the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a rear view of the current embodiment of the
turbine and secondary flow lobe mixer.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the air-driven turbine with
the lobe mixer, according to the current embodiment.

FIG. 4a is a perspective view of the triangle-shaped lobe
mixer, according to a currently preferred embodiment.

FIG. 4b is a rear view of the triangle-shaped lobe mixer,
according to the currently preferred embodiment.

FIG. 5a is a perspective view of a sinusoidal-shaped lobe
mixer, according to another embodiment of the innovation.

FIG. 55 is a rear view of the sinusoidal-shaped lobe mixer
shown in FIG. 5a.

FIG. 6a is a perspective view of a square-shaped lobe
mixer, according to yet another embodiment of the innova-
tion.

FIG. 65 is a rear view of the square-shaped lobe mixer, as
shown in FIG. 6a.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to air-driven turbine, power
generation equipment. This invention is not limited to air but
can be used with any incompressible or compressible work-
ing fluid. This invention is also not limited to aircraft, but may
be used with automobiles, submarines, towed body arrays,
hydroelectric dams, and other embodiments that may benefit
from improved fluid energy extraction.

For systems requiring electrical power, the air-driven tur-
bine and lobed mixer are designed as an integrated unit. The
figures provided in the detailed description show an axial-
flow turbine, although radial, impulse, reaction, and other
types of turbines can be used as well. The following terms are
defined to assist with the description of the invention as used
the context of the present invention.

An air-driven turbine is a device that generates mechanical
shaft power through the expansion of air or other working
fluid through a turbine rotor.

An electric generator (or generator) is a generic term for a
device that creates electrical power. In the context of the
present invention, an electric generator is a machine com-
prised of the RAT and the alternator combined, with or with-
out other devices attached to the power-producing shaft as
well.

A lobe mixer is a device for lowering the pressure of a
primary flow stream through the efficient mixing of a high
velocity, low static pressure secondary air or other fluid flow
with the primary lower velocity, higher static pressure flow
stream. The lobe mixer achieves efficient mixing by creating
cross-flow rotation of both fluid streams with respect to the
other at each lobe, generating significant axial vorticity. The
cross-flow rotation is achieved by appropriately shaping the
mixer surface from an initially flat cross section to a highly
contoured lobe shape which protrudes into and out of both
flow streams, as would be known by anyone skilled in the art.
The vorticity augmentation increases the level of mixing
between the two flow streams over the traditional free shear
layer mixing that would occur without a lobe mixer. Increased
fluid mixing achieves a lower turbine discharge static pres-
sure nearer to the turbine rotor exit plane than would occur
otherwise. This lobe mixer concept is applicable to air, water,
or other working fluids.

FIG. 1 is a side view of the primary flow duct 101 and
internal air-driven turbine 102 including a secondary flow
duct 103 incorporating the lobe mixer 104. The secondary
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flow duct 103 is located co-annularly around the primary flow
duct 101 such that the secondary flow air discharges around
the lobe mixer 104 and mixes efficiently with the primary air
flow. The mixed flow stream exits downstream of the turbine
in the turbine exhaust region 105. The secondary flow duct
103 is connected to the free-stream, thus capturing high total
pressure fluid within. The primary flow duct 101 is also con-
nected to the free-stream, to provide high total pressure fluid
to rotate the air-driven turbine.

FIG. 2 is a front view of the secondary flow stream 103
surrounding the primary flow stream 101. This view also
depicts the air-driven turbine 102, the lobe mixer 104 between
the two flow streams and the lobe centerline 107 (also seen in
FIG. 1) about which the lobe members can be symmetrically
or asymmetrically arranged.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the current embodiment
showing a cutaway view of the upstream primary flow duct
101, air-driven turbine 102, and secondary flow duct 103. The
full circumferential extent of the lobe mixer 104 is also shown
downstream of the turbine discharge region. In this embodi-
ment, the pitch and yaw angle orientation of the lobe mixer
surface with respect to the axial flow direction may be varied
in order to optimize the flow mixing into the turbine discharge
section. The total number of mixer lobes and the overall mixer
axial length may also be adjusted in order to improve the
turbine discharge static pressure.

FIG. 4a is a perspective view of the lobe mixer cross
section shape. In the current embodiment, the cross-sectional
shape is triangular; however, other embodiments with differ-
ent shape configurations are also envisioned in this innova-
tion, not limited to those presented herein.

FIG. 44 is a rear view of the same triangularly-shaped lobe
mixer as shown in FIG. 4a.

FIG. 5a depicts a perspective view of a lobe mixer with a
sinusoidal lobe shape. Here, the lobe shape is symmetric with
respect to the lobe centerline, although, asymmetric or other
aperiodic lobe shapes are also envisioned.

FIG. 5b shows a rear view of the sinusoidal lobe mixer as
embodied in FIG. 5a.

FIGS. 6a and 65 depict an isometric and rear view, respec-
tively, of yet another lobe mixer shape conceptualized in this
innovation. Here, the lobe mixer shape consists of a square
lobe shape.

Referring to FIGS. 4a through 65, the lobe mixers in each
embodiment are constructed of lobe height (h) to lobe period
(T) of one, as labeled in FIG. 55. However, for each embodi-
ment, the height of the lobes with respect to the lobe width
may be altered in order to achieve optimal flow mixing. Also,
the lobe location, number, pitch angle, yaw angle, and lobe
periodicity are not restricted by the current embodiment;
these may be varied in order to optimize the static pressure at
the turbine discharge plane.

As shown in FIG. 1, the primary duct 101, secondary duct
103, and exhaust duct 105 are shown as straight ducts; how-
ever, these can be of varying cross sectional area as necessary
for a given embodiment. These duct surfaces can be shaped to
accommodate various profiles, such as a flat surface, arced
surface, or other geometric shape to modify the conditions
around the turbine rotor.

The location of the secondary flow ducting is not required
to be circumferentially located 360 degrees around the co-
annular primary flow duct. In another embodiment, the sec-
ondary flow ducting may only encompass a portion of the full
circumferential extent around the primary flow ducting, such
that the amount secondary air flow to the turbine discharge is
sufficient to suitably lower the turbine exit static pressure
below the unmodified discharge pressure. It is apparent to
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anyone skilled in the art, that any two separated primary and
secondary flow passage geometries can be used where the
goal is for the secondary passage to lower the static pressure
of the primary passage.

Referring to FIG. 1, the angle between the axial flow direc-
tion and the mean lobe mixer surface 106 can be varied by
increasing or decreasing the mean mixer trailing edge diam-
eter, such that the lobe mixer protrudes more or less into the
high velocity secondary air flow than the primary air flow.
This angle may be adjusted accordingly in order to modify the
performance of the system.

The present invention is not limited to Ram Air Turbines,
but may be utilized on any other power generation system that
can benefit with lower static pressures at the discharge point.

The current system may be utilized for mechanical shaft
power generation to run hydraulic pumps, aircraft refueling
pumps, aircraft refueling pods, cooling compressors, and
cooling pumps and additional apparatuses that require
mechanical or electrical power for operation. Additionally,
the current system is not limited to mechanical shaft power
generation. The shaft power may be suitably converted to
electrical power through an accompanying alternator or other
electricity generating device.

We claim:

1. A system for producing shaft work in a ram turbine
associated with a moving vehicle, comprising:

aturbine stage associated with a primary air ductso as to be

rotatable therein such that primary air introduced as a
free stream into the primary air duct drives the turbine
stag; a secondary air duct having an inlet arranged
upstream of the rotatable turbine stage to admit second-
ary air introduced as a free stream into the secondary air
duct; and a lobe mixer arrangement operatively mounted
at the discharge end of the turbine and thus arranged
relative to the secondary air duct such that the secondary
air continuously discharges around the lobe mixer to
generate a turbine discharge static pressure region which
is lower than a static pressure that would exist without
the lobe mixer arrangement and an increased total-to-
static pressure ratio across the turbine is achieved with-
out a change in total pressure between the inlet and the
discharge end during movement of the vehicle.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the turbine is one of axial
turbine, a radial turbine, an impulse turbine and a reaction
turbine.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the lobe mixer arrange-
ment is arranged in the secondary air duct which at least
partially surrounds the primary air duct.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein a wall of the lobe mixer
arrangement has at least one of a variable pitch and yaw angle
orientation.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the lobe mixer arrange-
ment has lobe members of variable axial length.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the lobe mixer arrange-
ment has lobe members having one of a substantially trian-
gular cross-section and sinusoidal cross-section.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the lobe mixer arrange-
ment has a lobe centerline with lobe members being sym-
metrically arranged with respect to the lobe centerline.
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8. The system of claim 1, wherein the lobe mixer arrange-
ment has a lobe centerline with lobe members being asym-
metrically arranged with respect to the lobe centerline.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the lobe mixer arrange-
ment has lobe members configured with a square shape.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the lobe mixer arrange-
ment is configured with lobe members having a lobe height
(h) substantially equal to a lobe period (T).

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the lobe mixer arrange-
ment is configured with lobe members having a lobe height
(h) different from the lobe period (T).

12. The system of claim 3, wherein the primary and sec-
ondary air ducts are straight ducts.

13. The system of claim 3, wherein the primary and sec-
ondary air ducts are of variable cross sectional shape.

14. The system of claim 1, wherein the lobe mixer arrange-
ment is arranged to variably protrude into a high velocity
secondary air flow so as to increase or decrease a mean
trailing edge diameter of the lobe mixer arrangement.

15. A method for producing turbine shaft work in a ram
turbine for a moving vehicle, comprising:

locating a secondary air duct at least partially coannularly

with a primary air duct associated with and driving a
rotatable turbine stage of the turbine such that an inlet of
the secondary air duct is located upstream of the turbine
stage;

arranging a lobe mixer downstream of the discharge end of

the turbine such that a secondary air flow exiting the
secondary air duct continuously discharges around the
lobe mixer; and

moving the vehicle to cause a cross-rotation of the streams

from both the primary and secondary air ducts at each
lobe of the lobe mixer to increase total-to-static pressure
ratio across the turbine without changing total pressure
from the inlet to the discharge end.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the turbine shaft work
is used to generate electric power via an alternator integrally
associated with a turbine shaft.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein a permanent magnet
alternator is integrally associated with a shaft of the turbine.

18. The method of claim 15, wherein a hydraulic pump is
integrally associated with a shaft of the turbine.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the hydraulic pump is
a fuel pump.

20. The method of claim 15, wherein a refrigeration com-
pressor is integrally associated with a shaft of the turbine.

21. The method of claim 16, wherein a coolant pump is
integrally associated with the shaft of the turbine.

22. The method of claim 15, wherein the shape, number
and location of the lobes are selectively variable.

23. The method of claim 15, wherein pitch and yaw angle
orientation of a surface of the lobe mixer are selectively
variable.

24. The method of claim 15, wherein an angle between a
direction of working fluid axial flow and a mean lobe mixer
surface is selectively variable by an increase or decrease of a
mean mixer trailing edge diameter.

#* #* #* #* #*



