United States Patent [

Parrish et al.

0 0 O O A

US005113666A
(111 Patent Number: 5,113,666

COOLING DEVICE FOR HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS SUITS

Clyde F. Parrish, Melbourne; Robert
_ P. Scaringe, Rockledge, both of Fla.

Mainstream Engineering Corp.,
Rockledge, Fla.

Appl. No.: 593,044
Filed: Oct. 5, 1990

Int, CLS ..coviriiinnrininninreninanennnses F25D 23/12
US. Cl . 62/259.3; 62/477,
55/269; 55/316

Field of Search 62/259.3, 261, 235.1,
62/477; 604/312, 311; 2/81, 7, 84, 87, 2;

55/269, 316

[54]

[75] Inventors:

[73] Assignee:
[21]
[22]
[51)
[52]

[58]

References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

3,802,215 4/1974 Rowe
4,138,850 2/1979 Tchernev

Primary Examiner—Albert J. Makay

Assistant Examiner—John Sollecito

Arttorney, Agent, or Firm—Evenson, Wands, Edwards,
Lenahan & McKeown

{56}

62/259.3
62/335.1

=7

45] Date of Patent: May 19, 1992

(571 ABSTRACT

A relatively lightweight cooling device utilizing ad-
sorption of perspirated water vapor to permit evapora-
tive cooling of a person wearing a sealed suit for defined
time periods. The device can be constructed in the form
of a rectangular pad or the like having an open cell foam
adjacent the person’s skin to permit static transport of
perspirated water vapor to an adsorbent layer. The
open cell foam or a separate material acts as a thermal
insulator to prevent heat flow back toward the skin
resulting from the exothermic heat of adsorption pro-
duced by the adsorbent layer. In lieu of static movement
of the water vapor, a small fan can be operatively asso-
ciated with the fan for actively moving the water vapor
to a single point to enhance the evaporative cooling,
particularly where a smaller amount of adsorbent mate-
rial is used. The vest itself can be the evaporator and
filled with working fluid which is vaporized as the
evaporator section of the vest absorbs heat from the
body. The vapor is transported to a bed which can
contain a desiccant, molecular sieve, adsorbent or ab-
sorbent material.

22 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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COOLING DEVICE FOR HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS SUITS

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention relates to a cooling mechanism
used in a garment such as a suit or vest, as well in a head
covering. More particularly, the present invention is
directed to cooling devices such’as pads or patches used
as a new cooling method in, for example, moisture-tight
sealed hazardous material suits, vests and the like in
which interior temperature and perspiration increases
with physical exertion such as may be encountered in
mining operations, fire departments and hazardous ma-
terial disposal, or in adsorption-type hazardous material
suits that are loose fitting. _

U.S. Pat. No. 4,856,294, shows a lightweight cooling
vest which uses phase change materials to keep the
wearer relatively cool under relatively heavy workload
conditions for several hours. The materials act as a
thermal diode which draws heat away from the surface
of the skin but which also provides an insulating barrier
to prevent unwanted cooling of the skin should the skin
temperature drop below the phase transition tempera-
ture of the material.

Although the cooling vest is quite adequate for use in
a vest or similar type of garment, the use of phase-
change materials does not provide a sufficient cooling
effect in connection with garments used in hostile envi-
ronments such as may be encountered, for example,
with hazardous material suits which must be sealed and
therefore moisture-tight or adsorption-type hazardous
material suits that are loose fitting but that cannot be
opened or removed in a hostile environment. By way of
illustration, the phase-change material is capable of
handling 200-300 kJ per Kilogram of material. Al-
though this is acceptable with open garments such as
vests, it is not sufficient with respect to sealed garments
such as hazardous materials disposal suits and the like
where moisture cannot escape and there is a significant
heat build-up. _

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to
provide a relatively lightweight cooling mechanism and
method for use with sealed garments, but not limited to
use to use with sealed garments, which will provide an
adequate cooling effect for a person wearing such a
garment and engaging physical exertion which pro-
duces substantial amounts of perspiration.

The foregoing object has been achieved in accor-
dance with the present invention by utilizing the trans-
port of water vapor from the skin or in a closed system
to a desiccant bed which adsorbs the water and pro-
duces exothermic heat toward the outside of the suit.

In particular, the present invention utilizes a cooling
pad which is attached to a desiccant bed for adsorbing
evaporated water from the person wearing the suit, the
desiccant is located immediately adjacent to the outer
surface of the garment; an open cell thermal insulation
layer adjacent an opposite surface of the desiccant ma-
terial to provide a barrier for resistance to heat flow
from the exothermic adsorption process from the desic-
cant back towards the person’s skin; this open cell foam
between the person’s skin and the thermal insulator
permits the passive transfer of water vapor from the
skin to the desiccant material where it is adsorbed and,
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when appropriate, itself to act as a thermal insulation
barrier to prevent a backwards heat transfer.

As is well known, evaporation of water vapor from a
person’s skin requires a latent heat of vaporization
which provides an overall cooling effect for the per-
son’s body. A thermal insulation layer can comprise, for
example, a fine mesh nylon open-cell foam polyure-
thane foam composite so as to decrease by a large factor
the heat flow from the absorption layer back to the
wearer’s skin where heat is created from the exothermic
adsorption process. The desiccant bed can be formed,
for example, by heat sealing the desiccant material in a
plastic bag, which can be opened to initiate the adsorp-
tion process, attached by adhesive or the like to the
inside of the hazardous materials handling suit. The bag
can be then be discarded after use for the intended per-
iod, say six hours, or regenerated.

An advantage of the present invention is that the
cooling mechanism moves the water as vapor through
the open cell foam and allows moisture to pass there-
through to the desiccant bed. As previously noted, the
open cell foam can act as a thermal insulator depending
on the material chosen; or the pad can have a separate
material such as a product sold under the trademark
“THINSULATE” by the 3M Company, between the
open cell foam and the desiccant bed.

Another advantage and feature of the present inven-
tion is that the process of evaporation is substantially
endothermic so that an adequate cooling capacity may
be achieved within practical weight limitations.

Yet another feature of the present invention is that
good thermal insulation is provided next to the skin of
the person wearing the garment whereas relatively poor
thermal insulation is provided at the outside of the suit
so that, although the suit is moisture tight, the heat
differential existing between the inside of the desiccant
bed and the outside of the suit is high enough to cause
the heat to flow in only one direction, namely toward
the outside of the suit.

According to still another feature of the present in-
vention, the cooling device may be provided in the

. form of a quilted pad, the quilting being provided so
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that the desiccant material will not settle to the bottom
of the pad but be confined to a smaller space within the
pad. The surface of the pad intended to be attached to
the suit can have a self-adhesive surface so that the
interface between the desiccant bed and the suit mate-
rial provides a relatively good heat transfer surface.
Another surface of the pad adjacent the open-cell foam
which can be a polyurethane can be a peelable film such
as polyethylene which can be peeled away to initiate the
cooling process by permitting the transport of water
vapor and prior thereto to provide shelf-life for the pad.

According to another aspect of the present invention,
the cooling pad or pads can be adhered to the front and
back of the suit, i.e., the chest area and the back areas.
If the suit also has a head piece, a cooling pad can be
placed in the vicinity of the top of the head where sub-
stantial proportion of perspiration will occur in relation
to the body area of the person. Alternatively, if the use
of other equipment either on the chest or the back of the
person wearing the suit precludes putting cooling pads
in those areas, the cooling pads can be adhered to the
suit at the sides. :

To further minimize the weight of the cooling pad,
particularly in a small area such as the head, a small
commercial fan can be employed to pull water to a
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single point. The fan can be battery operated by, for
example, a 12-volt battery.

A cooling pad of practical weight, i.e., ten pounds or
less, can hold 40% of its weight in water which adsorbs
800 kJ of energy per kilogram of desiccant material
with the known cooling vest which has a capacity of
200-300 kJ per kilogram of phase-change material.

According to another embodiment of the present
invention, the cooling device and method may be em-
bodied in a cloth covered open-cell foam, which is
backed with a polymer film, so that moisture can enter
the foam from the skin side and then be transferred
through the foam to the desiccant bed with a battery
operated fan. In this embodiment the desiccant bed is
located outside the suit. The moisture in the air is re-
moved by the desiccant and the heat generated by the
hydration would be transferred through the desiccant
bed case to the outside. The desiccant bed would be
designed with baffles to improve the heat transfer and
moisture removal. The dry air can be cooled either by a
finned pipe, or returned untreated to the suit and distrib-
uted through the cloth covered open-cell foam. This
return air maintains a constant pressure in the suit to
prevent outside air from entering. The desiccant in the
desiccant bed can be any commercially available desic-
cant. '

Another embodiment of the personal cooling device
utilizes only one moving part, namely a spring-actuated
pressure regulating valve. Working fluid is evaporated
from a sealed vest and captured in an absorbent or ad-
sorbent bed which rejects heat to the environment.
Rather than use the wearer’s perspiration as the work-
ing fluid, a self-contained working fluid is used. Al-
though this system requires the additional mass of this
working fluid, the rate of adsorption of the working
fluid vapor on the bed is increased because no other
gases are present in the systemn to impede this adsorp-
tion. Also, this embodiment has the option of using
fluids other than water as the working fluid.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other objects, features and advantages of
the present invention will become more apparent from
the following detailed description of presently pre-
ferred embodiments when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawing wherein:

FIG. 1is a partial, cross-sectional schematic showing
of a typical construction of a cooling pad according to
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of a quilted pad
constructed in the manner similar to the pad shown in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a side view of the cooling pad shown in
FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of the back of a person
wearing a suit into which the cooling pad has been
attached; i .

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 but showing the
front the person;

FIG. 6 is a schematic elevational view of a cooling
pad which uses a small fan powered by a 12 volt battery
and can be used, for example, in a head piece or helmet
of a sealed suit;

FIG. 7 is a partial, cross-sectional schematic showing
a vest material which can be used with a garment that is
not sealed at the waist;

FIG. 8is an elevational view of the vest constructed
in the manner shown in FIG. 7;
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FIG. 9 is an elevational view of the vest of FIG. 8 but
in the closed position as it will be when worn;

FIG. 10 is a perspective schematic view of a baffled
water trap with a desiccant bed and a fan;

FIG. 11 is a schematic drawing of another embodi-
ment of the cooling system of the present invention in
which the vest itself is the evaporator;

FIG. 12A is a schematic showing of a evaporator
section for the system of the present invention shown in
FIG. 11, wherein the evaporator is above ambient pres-
sure;

FIG. 12B is a schematic perspective showing of a
coiled support for the evaporation passages in the vest;
and

FIG. 12C shows the vest using the cooling system of
FIG. 11 as a continuous flexible impervious material.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown a partial,
cross-section of the cooling pad in accordance with the
present invention designated generally by the numeral
10. The pad 10 is shown somewhat schematically to
illustrate the basic constructional features which in
themselves are known material and includes in the area
adjoining the skin 11 an open-cell foam 12 such as poly-
urethane which permits the transfer of evaporated
water from the skin toward the outside of the suit. A
thermal insulation layer shown by dotted lines 13 can be
provided next to the open-cell foam 12. The layer 13
can be in the form of a separate piece of nylon mesh or
screen or a material sold under the trademark “THIN-
SULATE” by the 3M Company. Alternatively, the
thermal insulation can be part of the open-cell foam 12.
The thermal insulation provides a relatively high resis-
tance to flow of the heat from the adsorbent bed to the
skin 11 toward the outside 14 of the suit 15. An adsorp-
tion layer 16 is provided between the open-cell foam
12/thermal insulation 13 and the suit skin 15. The layer
16 comprises a desiccant, e.g., molecular sieves, magne-
sium chloride, silicon gel, calcium chloride, alumina,
calcium sulfate, magnesium nitrate, or other known
desiccants. In adsorbing the water vapor from the skin
11, the adsorption process produces a substantial
amount of exothermic heat of absorption. The thermal
insulation constituted by or the open-cell foam 12 itself
or a sheet adjacent the open-cell form assures that the
exothermic heat produced by the adsorption layer 16
does not flow from the adsorption layer back toward
the person’s skin through the open-cell foam. The ther-
mal resistance between the adsorption bed 16 is suffi-
ciently high to assure heat flow primarily in the direc-
tion toward the outside 14.

Thus, as water is evaporated from the skin of the
individual wearing the hazardous material suit, it passes
through the open-cell foam layer 12 and the thermal
insulation 13 and is adsorbed in the desiccant bed 16.
The desiccant bed has now been isolated thermally
from the person by use of the thermal insulation 13 so
that the exothermic heat of adsorption is radiated to the
outside 14 of the suit, and the skin-surface evaporation
process provides the latent heat of vaporization of the
water to providing the cooling effect.

In a practical embodiment of the present invention, as
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the exposed face of the open-
cell foam will be provided with a peelable plastic film
17 such as polyethylene which is peelable (to expose the
desiccant and allow vapor transfer) when needed to
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initiate cooling in the suit. The film 17 allows the pad to

be stored or inventoried so as to give it greater shelf life.
It is seen that the pad 10 has a quilted appearance cre-
ated by heat sealing at edges 18 and at the intermediate
areas 19 in a known manner because the powder or
pellet desiccant will be confined to smaller pouches 20
rather than tend to flow down toward the extreme
bottom end of a single pouch. The side 15 of the desic-
cant layer 16 which faces the inner surface of the suit 15
can have an adhesive which covered with a peelable
paper so that upon installation in the suit the paper can
be peeled off and the pad 10 attached to the suit interior.
The outer surface covering the layer 16 can be a known
polymer film.

As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the pads 10 can be of
various sizes. By way of example, a large pad can be
inserted at the wearer’s back and/or two smaller pads
can be inserted at the wearer’s front depending upon
considerations such as weight and comfort. If, for some
reason, it is impractical to put the pads at the front or
back, they can be placed at the sides as shown by the
dotted lines.

In the event that a cooling pad is used in the head
portion of the suit, a mechanical device such as a small,
commercially available fan 22 can be employed to pull
the water to a single point and move the moisture to the
molecular sieve bed 16 for more efficient cooling as
shown in FIG. 6. The fan can have a 15 cfm capacity
which is relatively lightweight and uses a 12 volt, AA
size nickel-hydride battery 23. The fan can also be ne-
cessitated where it is decided to use to a smalier amount
of desiccant material because weight is an important
consideration. The fan provides sufficient capacity for
proper thermal loading by kinetically rather than pas-
sively transferring water vapor from the body to the
adsorbent material.

In yet another embodiment of the present invention
used with a suit that does not require sealing, the cool-
ing arrangement can be in the form, as shown in FIG. 7,
of an open-cell foam 34 of, for example, a thickness of
3" covered on one side by a very open weave cotton
cloth 31 which is placed next to the skin of the person
wearing a conventionally-shaped vest of the type
shown in FIGS. 8 and 9. The other side of the foam
layer 34 can have a water-impervious thin polymer film
33 heat sealed thereto. In this embodiment, the desic-
cant bed for adsorption is outside the vest and can be
provided in a case designated generally by the numeral
40 in FIG. 10. The case 40 can be attached to belt or the
like. »

The foam material 34 is comprised of two L-shaped
pieces 35, 36 as shown in FIG. 8. The feet of the L-
shaped members 35, 36 are disposed essentially verti-
cally and form outlets which mate with inlets 41, 42,
respectively, at the top of the case 40. A barrier layer 37
separates the two L-shaped portions 35, 36 so that mois-
ture evaporated from the skin of the person is uniformly
passed to the open-cell foam layer 34 substantially over
the entire horizontally disposed leg of the portion 35 by
means of the very open weave cloth 31 which also
provides comfort. The barrier layer 37 can be formed
by applying heat to the interface between the portions
35, 36 at the time of heat sealing the film 33 on the outer
surface. The moisture is transported out of the portion
35 in the direction of the downwardly directed arrow in
FIG. 8 to the inlet 41 of the case 40 which fits over the
foot of the portion 35 extending from the vest 30 shown
in FIG. 9.
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As previously noted, the interior 43 of the case 40 is
filled with a desiccant. By way of example, the desic-
cant materials can be alumina, calcium sulfate, silica gel,
magnesium chloride, magnesium nitrate, molecular
sieves, copper sulfate, barium hydroxide, calcium chlo-
ride, cupric nitrate, ferric ammonian sulfate, ferrous
ammonium sulfate, magnesium acetate, magnesium sul-
fate, nickel sulfate, potassium carbonate, tetra sodium
borate, sodium carbonate, sodium phosphate, sodium
pyrophosphate, sodium sulfate, or zinc sulfate. The case
is also provided with a fan 44 which is operated by a 12
volt battery 45 located between the inlet 41 and the
outlet 42. To improve transfer of the heat of adsorption
produced in the case 40 and thus moisture removal,
baffles 46 can be arranged in the interior 43 of the case
40. The air which has passed through the desiccant bed
is now relatively dry and can be returned to the portion
36 in the garment 30 without further treatment or
passed through a finned pipe if the exothermic adsorp-
tion process produces an excessive amount of heat. The
return air stream produced by the fan 44 in the direction
of the upwardly directed arrow in FIG. 8 maintains a
constant pressure in the garment to resist outside air
from entering.

In the embodiment of FIG. 11, the wearer’s vest 50 is
actually the system evaporator. This vest is initially
completely filled with the working fluid, and as the
system absorbs heat from the body, this working fluid is
vaporized. This vapor is transported from the evapora-
tor section 51 to the adsorbent (or absorbent) bed 52 by
a pressure difference between the evaporator section 51
and the bed 52. By way of example, the desiccant mate-
rials can be alumina, calcium sulfate, silica gel, magne-
sium chloride, magnesium nitrate, molecular sieves,
copper sulfate, barium hydroxide, calcium chloride,
cupric nitrate, ferric ammonium sulfate, ferrous ammo-
nium sulfate, magnesium acetate, magnesium sulfate,
nickel sulfate, potassium carbonate, tetra sodium borate,
sodium carbonate, sodium phosphate, sodium pyro-
phosphate, sodium sulfate, or zinc sulfate. A known
type of spring-actuated pressure regulating valve or
thermal expansion valve 53 maintains the desired pres-
sure in the evaporator 51, this pressure being deter-
mined from the desired temperature in the vest 50 and
the saturated pressure-temperature relationship of the
particular working fluid. For example, if the working
fluid is water at the desired temperature is 20° C. (68°
F.), then the pressure regulating valve would be set to
maintain a pressure of 2.3 kPa (0.33 psia) in the evapora-
tor section 51. Alternatively, if the working fluid is R-12
and the desired temperature is 20° C. (68° F.) then the
pressure regulating valve would be set to maintain a
pressure of 567 kPa (82 psia) in the evaporator section
51. .
The adsorbent bed 52 will always maintain a vapor
pressure below this pressure as long as the bed is not
saturated. The vest 50 is configured as a parallel passage
heat exchanger 54, so as the working fluid is vaporized,
the liquid-level drops. The passage 54 can be configured
10 be vertical or inclined slightly from the vertical ori-
entation to promote the transport of vapor bubbles to
the vest’s vapor outlet 55. The vest 50 contains satu-
rated working fluid with saturated liquid §1 in the lower
section 56 and saturated vapor in the upper section §7.
The liquid level continues to drop until all the liquid has
vaporized and the cooling capacity of the system (via
evaporation) has been exhausted.
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The volume of water necessary for the system is
determined by the total cooling requirement (i.e., cool-
ing rate multiplied by cooling time). If this required
volume of liquid working fluid cannot be accommo-
dated within the vest 50, then an additional chamber 58
can be connected to the vest 50. The vest and this op-
tional chamber 58 ar initially filled completely with
liquid working fluid. This chamber should have both a
bottom liquid connection 59 and an upper vapor con-
nection 60. The vapor connection is necessary so that
vapor can enter the chamber to replace the volume of
liquid that leaves without the need for flashing the lig-
uid which could freeze this chamber if it is insulated.
This additional chamber can be insulated (adiabatic) so
that cooling only occurs from heat exchange between
the vest and the body. Alternatively, this chamber can
be in_ thermal communication with the body or any
other item requiring cooling (i.e., electronics, radio,
etc.).

The vest 50 can be manufactured with multiple small
passages connected in parallel to a lower liquid and
upper vapor manifold These passages can then be sand-
wiched in a cloth garment to form a vest, or the vest can
be configured as a continuous flexible impervious mate-
rial, such as polyethylene or polyvinyl chloride, as
shown in FIG. 12A which has a heat sealed perimeter
70, vapor manifold 71, and a liquid manifold 72. The
configuration of FIG. 12A is for a system whose evapo-
rator is above ambient pressure, and therefor, there is no
concern that the passages of the flexible vest will col-
lapse and restrict the flow. In those cases where the
internal pressure exceeds the ambient pressure, the
evaporator can have a semi-ribbed appearance created
by heat sealing at intermediate areas in a known manner
to minimize the spreading of the vest. Alternatively, an
external flexible support material such as fabric can be
used for evaporator pressures which exceed atmo-
spheric pressure. If the pressure in the evaporator 51
(for the desired evaporator temperature) is below ambi-
ent pressure (sub-ambient), then the passage 60 must be
designed as shown in FIG. 12B with a ridged passage of
coiled support 61 so as not to collapse. For the case of
the continuous flexible impervious (polyethylene or
polyvinyl chloride) evaporator (and/or the optional
fluid chamber) which contains the sub-ambient evapo-
rating working fluid, a porous flexible material 65 (such
as open-cell polyurethane foam) contained inside can be
used to prevent collapse of the passage (FIG. 12C).

The absorbent or adsorbent bed 52 of the system is
designed to accommodate the total volume of working
fluid vapor which exits the evaporator during opera-
tion. The adsorption or absorption of working fluid
vapor is typically exothermic so this chamber will reject
heat to the environment and can be finned 63 to pro-
mote cooling. Forced convection via a fan can also be
used.

A liquid accumulator 66 is also used between the
evaporator 51 and the adsorbent bed 52 to prevent lig-
uid from entering the bed 52 during transient temporary
tilting of the system (for example, when the wearer
bends over). Other more sophisticated valves, to sense
tiling and shut the system off, could also be used. The
liquid accumulator 66 should be placed between the
evaporator 51 and the pressure regulating valve 53 and
plumbed so that the liquid returns to the lower liquid
manifold as shown in FIG. 11.

The system is recharged by removing the system
from the wearer and placing it on a recharge stand. This
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stand will consist of a heat source which could be fuel
fired, such as a ceramic-wick kerosene or diesel heater,
or electrically heated, e.g., by resistance heating. The
heat could flow by either natural or forced circulation
to heat the bed 52 and drive the vapor off the bed and
back into the vest section 51 which is now acting as a
condenser. During the cooling operation, the vest be-
haves as an evaporator, and during recharge the vest
behaves a the condenser. The wearer does not wear the
system during recharge. The condenser will reject heat
to the surroundings. If the vest were first washed, prior
to this recharging, the moist vest material would pro-
mote recharging and the heat rejection from the vest
would promote drying.

As an alternative recharge scheme, the system could
be disconnected at disconnect valves 66, 67. The bed 52
can be dried via oven heat, evacuated of air and sealed
by closing the valve 66, and the vest could be cleaned,
filled to capacity with liquid working fluid and the
valve 67 closed. Quick-disconnects which automati-
cally seal the plumbing lines could be incorporated to
simplify the procedure by replacing these disconnecting
valves 66, 67 and coupling 68 with self-sealing cou-
plings.

By way of example only, a cooling requirement of
300 W for 6 hours, using water as the working fluid, 2.6
kg of water must be contained in the vest 51 and the
optional chamber 58. An adsorbent material of magne-
sium chloride with an adsorption capacity of 60% re-
sults in a bed mass of 4.3 kg. This leads to a total fluid
and bed mass of 6.9 kg. If the container and hardware
mass totals 1 kg, this leads to a total fluid and bed mass
of 7.9 kg (17 1bs.). The bed would have to reject heat at
a rate of approximately 600 W, and with a heat rejection
temperature difference (between bed outside surface
and ambient air) this results in a natural convection area
requirement of less than 1 m2 of finned surface.

Although the invention has been described and illus-
trated in detail, it is to be clearly understood that the
same is by way of illustration and example, and is not to
be taken by way of limitation. The spirit and scope of
the present invention are to be limited only by the terms
of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A cooling device, comprising:

means for inclusion of the device in a person’s wear-

ing apparel and for permitting transfer of water
vapor from a first surface constituted by a person’s
skin;

means for adsorbing the water vapor and transferring

heat of adsorption toward a second surface; and
means for resisting flow of the heat of adsorption
toward the final surface.

2. The cooling device according to claim 1, wherein
the transfer permitting means is an open cell material.

3. The cooling device according to claim 1, wherein
the adsorbing means is a desiccant layer.

4. The cooling device according to claim 1, wherein
the resisting means and the transfer permitting means
are incorporated in a single layer of material.

5. The cooling device according to claim 4, wherein
the material is an open cell foam.

6. The cooling device according to claim 5, wherein
the adsorbing means is a desiccant layer.

7. The cooling device according to claim 1, wherein
the adsorbing means is a desiccant material.

8. The cooling device according to claim 7, wherein
the desiccant material is one of a powder and pellets.
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9. The cooling device according to claim 1, wherein
the resisting means is a thermal insulation layer between
the transfer permitting means and the adsorbing means.

10. The cooling device according to claim 9, wherein
the transfer permitting means is an open cell material.

11. The cooling. device according to claim 10,
wherein the adsorbing means is a molecular sieve layer.

12. The cooling device according to claim 10,
wherein the adsorbing means is a desiccant material.

13. The cooling device according to claim 12,
wherein the desiccant material is one of a powder and
pellets.

14. The cooling device according to claim 1, wherein
the adsorbing means includes a surface with an adhesive
opposed to the second surface.

15. The cooling device according to claim 14,
wherein the transfer permitting means includes a peel-
able film layer opposed to the first surface.

16. The cooling device according to claim 18,
wherein the three-mentioned means are associated in at
least two separate pouches.

17. The cooling device according to claim 17,
wherein the transfer permitting means is an open cell
material.
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18. The cooling device according to claim 17,
wherein the adsorbing means is a desiccant material.
19. The cooling device according to claim 18,
wherein the first surface is a person’s skin and the sec-
ond surface is a material forming a sealed garment worn
by a person.
20. The cooling device according to claim 1, further
including means for actively moving the water vapor
toward the adsorbing means.
21. A cooling device, comprising means for permit-
ting transfer of water vapor from a first surface;
means for adsorbing the water vapor and transferring
heat of adsorption toward a second surface; and

means for resisting flow of the heat of adsorption
toward the first surface, wherein the transfer per-
mitting means is an open cell material.

22. A cooling device, comprising means for permit-
ting transfer of water vapor from a first surface;

means for adsorbing the water vapor and transferring

heat of adsorption toward a second surface; and
means for resisting flow of the heat of adsorption

toward the first surface, wherein the transfer per-

mitting means includes a peelable film layer op-

posed to the first surface.
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